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#2, UR SOVERAICN LORD Taking into His Conſideration 
& That by an At paſt in this preſent Parliament. Intituled, 
A for Encouraging of Forraien Trade , His Vajeſty for rhe 
Improvement thereof, did with Advice and Conient of the 
Eftates of Parliament, Starute and Declare, that Merchants 
| more or fewer may Contra& and enter into ſuch Sccieties 
and Companies,for carrying on of Trade.as to any Subx& of Goods or Ver- 
chandiſe to wharſomever Kingdoms, Countries, or Parts of the World not be- 
ingin War with His Majeſty, where Trade is in uſe to be, or may be follow- 
ed, and particularly beſide the Kingdoms and Countries of Exrope, to the Eaſt 
and Weſt-1ndies, the Strejghts, and to Trade in the Mediterranean, or upon 
the Coaſt of Af7ica, or in the Northern Parts, or elſe- whereas above: Which 
Socteties and Companies being Contratted and entered into, upon the terms, 
and in the uſual manner as ſuch Companies are Set up, andin uſe in other parts, 
conſiſtent always with the Laws of this Kingdom : His Majeſty with Conſent 
foreſaid, did Allow and Approve, giving and granting to them, and each of 
them, all Powers, Rights and Priviledges, as to theirPerſons, Rules and Or- 
ders that by the Laws are given to Companies allowed to be Erected for Ma- 
nufactories ; And His Majeſty for their greater Encouragement, did prcmiſe 
to grve to thele Companies, and each of them. His Letters patent under the 
Great Seal, confirming to them the whole foreſaid Powers and Priviledges, 
with what other Encouragement His Majeſty ſhould judge reedful, asthe fore- 
faid Ad of Parliamentat more length bears. And His Majeſty underſtanding 
that ſeveral perſons, as well F orraignersas Natives of this Kingdom, are wil- 
Ting to engage themſelves with great Sums of Money in an American, African, 
and 1zdiar Trade, to be exerciſed in and from this Kingdom, if Inabled and 
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Conflitutes L1rd Belhaven, oc, 
with ſuch 4s ſhal j7)a wit them 
in 12 Muneths afterrie uft 
day of Auguſt 1595, and all 0- 
thers by them,to be aſlumed tobe 
a Body Incorporat, with pe” p2+ 
tual Succeſſion. 


One half at leaft,of the pynt 
Stockh alled to Scots-men 1m 
Scotiand, who ſhall Subjcribe 
before the 1ſt of Auguſt, 1656, 
otherwiſe to Scots-Men «- 
broad, or Forral;ners. 


None to «ub[cribe leſs than 
1co (tb, or more than 3000 libs 
Sterling, 

Company may have a Common 
Seal, and alter and renew the 
ſame. | 

May Plead,Sue;be Sued,Pure 
chaf6, and p2jjeſs Landsard other 
Eſtates, and alicnat rbe ſame 
by Transfers or Aſſignments, un 
therr Byks, wihcut other 
Formaluty. 


Stech ſubſcribed by Scots- 
men tn Scotland, nt rranſ= 
terable Lut to ſuch, 

Transfers of Lards and Real 
Rights, when made of th» fe on- 
ly, and appart, ro be Con.plea« 
red according 14 Laws of the 
Kingdom: 

Tie Company may by Subſcrip- 
tion, or otherwiſe,raiſe a juynt 
Stock. of ſuch Sums of Money, 
and ſubject ro ſuch Rules. as 
they ſhall appornt , for pre- 
moting and ſurporting their 
Commerce, and whatever may 
advance the ſame. 


The joynt Stock, or other 
effetts of this Company, not ly- 
able to Confiſcation, Arreſt, or 
Refiraint , by reaſon of breach 
of Peace, Declaration of War, 
& #2Cr Account. 
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Incouraged thereunto by. the Conceſtons, Powers and Priviledges needful 
and uſual in {uch Caſes. Theretore, and in purſuance of the foreiaid Act of 
Parliament, His Majeity with Advice and Conient of the faids Eſtates of Par- 
liament 3 Doth hereby make and conſtitute Fob Lord Belhaver, Adam Cock- 
burn of Ormiitonn, Lord Juſtice Clerk. Mr. Francis Montgomery of Giffen, Sir 
Job: Maxwel of Pollock, Sir Robert Chieſly preſent Provoſt of Edinburgh, John 
Swinton of that Ilk, Georee Clerk late Baillie of Edinburgh, Mr. Robert Black- 
wood, and Fares Balfour Merchants in Edinbnrgh, and John Corſs Merchant 
in Gluſcow, 'Villiam Paterſon, James Foulis, David Nairn, Thomas 
Deans FEiquires, James Chiefly, James Smith, Thomas Conts, Hugh Frq- 
zer, Joſeph Cohen D* Azevedo, and Walter Stuart Merchants in Londow, with 
{uch others as ſhall joyn with them within the {pace of twelve Months after 
the firſt day of Areri# next, and all others, whom the forelaid perlons and 
theſe joyned with them, major part of them being aſſembled, ſhall acmit and 
joyn into their Joynt-Stock and Trade, who ſhall all beRepute, as it herein 
originally infert to Le one Eody Incorporate, and a free Incorporation, with 
perpetual Succeilion, by the Name of 7ke COMPANY of SCOTLAND Trad- 
ing to Aﬀrica and the Indies : Providing always, Likeas. It 1s hereby in 
the firſt place proviiled, that ot the Fond or Capital Stock that ſtall be agreed 
to, be Advanced and Imployed by the foreſaid Undertakers and their Co-part- 
ners; The Halfat leaſt ſhall be Appointed and Allotted for Scots Men within 
this Kingdom, who {hall Enter and Subſcribe to the ſaid Company, before the 
firſt day of Ayenit, One Thouland Six Hundred and Ninety Six Years : And 
ifit ſhall happen, rhar Scots Mien living within this Kingdom, ſhall not be- 

wixt ar.d the toreſaid Term, 1ubicribe for, and make up the equal Ralf of the 
{aid Fond or Capital Stock 3 Then and in that caſe allannerly, it ſhall be, and 
is hereby allowed to Scots Men reliding Abroad, or to Forraigners, tocome in, 
Subſcribe, and to be allumed forthe Superplus of the {aid Half, and no other- 
ways: Likeas, the Pnota of every Mans part of the ſaid Stock, whereupon 
he {hall becapableto enter into the {a1d Company, whether he be Native or For- 
raigner, ſhall be forthe leaſt one Hundred /;b. Sterl. And tor the Higheſt or 
Greateſt three Thouiand 11». Sterl. and no more diteCtly nor indirefly in any 
fort; With Power to the {aid Company to have a common Seal, and to Alter 
and Renew the lameat therr pleature, with Advice always of the Lyon King at 
Arms; As alſoto Flead and Sue, and beSucd ; and to purchaſe, Acquire, Poſ- 
ſels, and Enjoy Lordſhips, Lands, Tenements, or other Eftate Real cr Per- 
{onal,, of whatloever Nature or Quality, and to diſpote upon and alienate the 
ſame, or, any part thereof at their plealure, andthat by Transfers and Afſign- 
ment, made andentered in their Books and Records, without any other Fax- 
mality of Law ; Providing always, that fuch Shares as are firſt ſubſcribed for, 
by Scots Men within this Kingdonp, ſhall nor be allowable ro any other than 
Scots Men living within this Kingdom 3 That the foreſaid Transters and Con- 
VOYances as. to Lands and other real Eſtate ( when made of thefe only and a 
part _) :be perie&ed according tothe Lawsot this Kingdom anent the Convoy- 
ance of Landsand Real-Rights, With Power likeways tothe forefaid Compa- 
ny, by Subſcriptions. or otherways, as they fhall think fit to raiſe a Joynt- 
Stock or Capital Ford of ſuch a Sum or Sums of Money, and under, and ſub- 
ject unto ſuch Rules, Conditions and Qualifications, as by the forefaid Com- 
pany, or major part of them when aflembled ſhall be Limited and Appointed. 
tobegin, carry on and ſupport their intended Trade of Navigation, and what- 
ever may contributeto the Advancement thereof. Ard it is hereby Declared, 
that the ſazd Joynt-Stock or Capxal Fond, or any part thereof, or any Eſtate 
Real or Perſonal, Ships, Goods, or other Effects of and belonging tothe ſaid 
Company, thall not belyableto any manner of Confiſcation, Seifure, Fore- 
taulture, Attachment, Arreſt or Reſtraint, for and by Reaſon of any Embar- 
£0, breach of Peace, Letters of Mark or Repriſal, Declaration of War with a- 
ny Forraign Prince, Potentate or State, or upon any other account or pretence 
whatloever z But ſhallonly be Transferrable, Afbgnable, or Alienable in fach 
way and manner, andin-fiuch Parts and. Portions, and underfuch Reftrition, ' 
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Rules and Conditions, as the fail Company ſhall by Writing in, and upon 
their Books, Records and Regiſters direft and appcint, and theſe Transters 
and Afſtignments only, and noother ſhall convoy the Right and Property, in 
and to the ſaid Joynt-Stock, and Capital Fond and Effects thereof above-men- 
tioned, orany part of the ſamen, excepting always as is above-excepted, And 
that the Creditors of any particular Member of the Company may by their real 
Diligence affeCtthe ſhare of the Profit falling and pertaining to the Debtor, 
without having any further Right or Power of the Debitors Part and Intereſt in 
the Stock or Capital Fond, otherways than is above-appointed, And with thus 
expreſs Proviſion, that whatever Charges the Company may be put to by the 
contending of any of their Members deceaſed, or of their Afſigney, Creditors, 
or any other perlons in their Rights: The Company ſhall have Retention of 
their Chargesand Expenſes in the firſt place, And the Books, Records and Re- 
oiſtersof the ſaid Company, or Authentick Abſtracts, or Extracts out of the 
{ame, are hereby Declared to be good and ſufficient for Evidents in all Courts of 
Judicator, and elſe where, And His Majeſty with Advice foreſaid, farder Sta- 
tuts and Declares, that the ſaid Fohn Lord Belhaven, Adam Cockburn of Ormi- 
ſoun, Lord Juſtice Clerk, Mr. Francis Montgomery of Giffen, Sit Jokn Max- 
wel of Pollock, Sir Robert Cheiſfly preſent Provoſt of Edinburgh, fohn Swin- 
toun of that Ik, George Clerk late Baillie of Edinburgh, Mr. Robert Black-wood, 
and James Balfour Merchants in Edinburgh, and John Corſs Merchant in Glaſ- 
gow, William Paterſon, fJames Foulis , David. Nairn , Thomas Deans 
Eſquires, James Cheiſly, James Smith, Thomas Couts, Hueh Frazer, Fo- 
ſeph Cohen, D' Azevedo, and Walter Stuart Merchants in Londox, and 0- 
thersto be joyned with, oraſſumed by them in manner above-mentioned, and 
their Succeſſors, or major part of them afſembled in the ſaid Company, ſhall and 
may 1n all time-coming by the Plurality of Votes, Agree, Make, Conſtitnteand 
Ordain all ſuch other Rules, Ordinances and Conſtitutions, as may be needful 
for the better Government and Improvement of their Joynt-Stock, or Capital 
Fond in all Matters and'Things relating thereunto : To which Rules, Ordi- 
nances, and Conſtitutions, all perſons belonging to the ſaid Company, as well 
Directors as Members thereof, Governours, or other Officers Civil or Military, 
or others whatſoever, ſhall be ſubject, & hereby concluded: As alſo to Adminiſtrat 
and take Oaths de fidel;, and others requiſite tothe Management of the foreſaid 
Stock and Company. And the ſaid Company is hereby impowered to Equipp, 
Fit, {et Out, Fraught, and Navigat their own, or hired Ships, inſuch manner 
as they ſhall think fit, and that for theſpace often years from the date hereof, 
notwithſtanding of the Actof Parliament one thouſand ſix hundred ' and ſixty 
one Years, Intituled, Act for Encouraging Shipping and N avigation, where- 
with His Majeſty with Conſent foreſaid diſpenſes for the ſaid time allanerly, 
in favours of the ſaid Company, and that from any ofthe Ports of Places of 
this Kingdom, (| or, from any other partsor places in Amity, or not in Hoſti- 
lity with His Majeſty in Warlikeot othet manner, toany Lands, Iſ}ands,Coun- 
treys, or Placesin Aſa, Africa, or America, And there toPlant Collonies.build 
Cities, Towns or Forts in or upon the places not Inhabited, or in''or upon any 
other place, by conſent of the Natives and Tnhabitants thereof. and not poſſeſt 
by any European Soveraign, Potentate, Prince, ii 


Plantations, and other their effetts whatſoever ; as alfoto make 
to ſeek and take Reparation of Damnage done by Sea, 


return to this Kingdom with their Effe&ts, under the pain of Confilcation; For- 
faulture and'Seizure of the Shi 
their Return, excepting the 
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| or State, And to provide and 
furniſh the foreſaid Places, Cities, Towns, or_Forts with Magazits, Ordnan- 


ces, Arms, Weapons, Amunition, and ſtores of War, | atid by forceof Arms 
to defendtheir Trade and Navagation, Collonies, Cities,' Towns, Forts, and' 
Repriſals, and 


LIKED O or by Land, and to 
make andconclude Treaties of Peace, and Commerce with the Soveraigns, 


Princes, Eſtates; Rulers, ' Governours, or Proprietors of the foreſaid Lands, 
Iflands, Countreys, or places m Aſa, Africa, or America. Providing always, 
Likeas, Itis.hereby ſpecially provided, that all thips imployed by them fhall 


and Goods, in caſe of breaking of Fulk before 
of Neceſfity,' for Preſerving the Ship, Compa- | 


But only tranſ-ſerable in the , 
CompaniesBuoks as theyſhall di» 7 
rea, | 
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lyable ro Debts, without further 
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ges in the firft place, 

Boohs and Records of the 
Company, or Extradts thereef, 
ſufficient for evidences 
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May Plant Cy Build nþon pla . 
ces not inhabited, or upon & 
thers, with conſent of ſuch. Poſs 
ſeſſors as are not European, *- 

The Company may fortifie and 
furniſh the places of their. po 

efſion with Stores of Wars 
and defend their Trade and Pf 
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'None, of the Leidgest) Trade 
& Navizrt to Atragor Aﬀ4rica 
in anv time hereafter, or to A- 
meric?, im 31 zears, without 
permifſin from the Company, 


The Crmpans ma? ſeize in &= 
fa or Aﬀeica, by Land or Sea, 
but may not reſtrain any of the 
Leidzes from Trading to ſuch 
Maces of America as are not 


poſſeſt by them, 


The Compary 5nly rel:eving of 
his Majefly and Succeſs, for 
the only achnowl2d1ment of their 


A '!c11ante. and a Hnochead of 


{*bacco yearly, it required, to 
haws tree ana abſniute Right 
Profits, Grvernme'it, (5 


a''ty of all their Pofj'ſ- 


Mas grant ſuch Immunittes, 
and rm it juch fort of trade t1 
their Conntreys and pl.ices, as 
thes *-e-meer, 


And may exa#l Cuſtms and 
other Nuttes from themſclues 
am4-others Trading thereto. 


The Premi'es bel of his Mt 
1-1'7 and Succeſſws, Kings of 
Sco:\2nd, for the acbnowled;- 
ment of Allegiance, with a 
""pſrad of Tobacco yearly, 


: The Combany may treat ſor, (5 
rocure Rights and Priviiedges 
rem any Prince at Peace with 
the King, rhe which the gene- 
it Treaties of his Mayeſty ſhal 
cure and warrand;, and if 
tort! &y Fhereto, the Cambany 
Þd- damnified , bis Majeſty will 
prature 141isfaftion at thi pub- 
tick charge. , 


of 


. The fhips. aud uther effe3s of 
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ys obyinc ng pr Statute,, thaz all Ships, Veſſels, Merchandile, Goods: and other Effects what-' 
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ny and Loadning allarerly. And His Majeſty with Conſent foreſsid, dott; 
tarder Statiite and Ordain, that none of the Ligdges of this Kingdom hall or 
may Tradeor Navigat to any Lands, Iflands, Countreysor places in Af, -of 
Africa, in any time hereafter, or in 'America, tor, and during the ſpace of 
thirty one Years, to þe counted from the paſſing of this preſent A&#, without Li- 
cence and Permiſſion in writing from the {ſaid Company: Certifying all tach 
45 ſhall do in the contrair hereof, that they ſhalt Forfault and Amit the third 
part of the Ship or Ships, and of the Cargo or Cargoes therein imployed, or the 
valuethereof, the one half to His Majeftv as Eſcheat, and the other half to the 
ule and benefit of the ſaid Company : For the-- ettectval execntion wheres 
of, it ſhall be lawful tothe {aid Company, or any imployed by them, to 
ſeize the ſaids Ships and Goods in any place of Af, or Aﬀrica, or at Sea 
upon the Coalts of Ara or Africa, npon rhe tranigreſton foreiaid, by force 
of Arms, and at theirown hand, and that without the hazard of incurring 
any Crime or Delinquencie whatiomever on account of the ſaid Seizure, or any 
thing neceſſarly done in prolecution thereof, Excepting always, and withont 
prejudice to any of the Subjz&s of this Kingdom to Trade and Navigat, Dn- 
ring the ſaid ſpace to any part of America, wherethe Collonies, Plantations, 
or Poſſeſſions of the ſaid Company ſhall not beſettled. And it is further here- 
by enacted, that the ſaid Company ſhall havethe tree and abſolute Right and 
Property, only relieving and holding of his Majeſty, and his Succeſſors in So- 
veraignity, for the only Acknowledgment of their Allegiance, and paying 
yearly a Hogſhead of Tobacco, in name of Blench-duty, if required allaner- 
ly, in, and to all ſuch Lands, Iflands, Colonies, Cities, Towns, Forts, and 
F lantations that they ſhall come to Eſtabliſh or Poſlels in manner foreſaid 5 As 
4ſo to all manner of Treaſures, Wealth,. Riches, Profits, Mines, Minerals, 
Fiſhings, with the whole produdt and benefit thereof, as well under as above 
the Ground, and as well in Rivers and Seas, as in the Lands thereto belong- 
ing, orfrom or by reaſon of the ſame in any fort, together with theRight 
of Gavernment, and Admirality thereaf ; And that the laid Company may by 
vertue hereof, grant and delegat fuch Rights Properties, Powers, and Immu- 
nities, and permit and allow ſuch ſort of Trade Commerce and Navigation 
inio their Plantarians, Collanies, Cities, Towns, or Places of their Poſleſſi- 
on, as the ſaid Company from time totimeſhall judge fit and convenient. 
With Power to them to impoſe and exact ſuch Cuſtoms, and other Duties n- 
pon and tram themſelves, and others Trading with, and coming to the ſaid 
Plantations, Cities, Towns, placesand ports, and Harbours thereof, as the 
Company ſhall think needful forthe maintainance and other publick uſes of the 
ſame, - Holding always, and to hold the whole Prerifles of His Majeſty, and 
His Suceeſſars Kings of Satlend, ,as Soveraignsthereof, and paying only for 
the ſame their, Acknowledgment and Allegiancewith a Hogſhead of Tobacco 
yearly, 4n name of Bleneh-duty if required, for all-ather Duty, Service, Claim: 
or demand. whatſomever..With pqwer and-Liberty to the ſaid Company toTreat 
for, and:to procure;and purchaſe ſuch Rights, Liberties, Priviledges Exemp- 
tions and. ather grantsasmay be convenient tor ſupporting, promoting and 
enlarging their Trade and. Navagation from any forraign Potentate or Prince 
whatſoever, in amity with His Majaſty 3 for which the general Treaties: of 


Peace and Commerce betwixt His Majeſty 2hdſnch; Petentates,: Princes, or 
States ſhall ſerve for ſyfficient ſecurity, Warrandand: Authority's and if contrair- 
to the ſaids Rights, - Libernes,. Priyiledges, Exemptions, Grants, | or Agree- 
ments any of the Ships, Goods, Merchandiſe, pexlons or-other: effetts what- 
ſever, belanging to. the ſaid Company, ſhab he (opt; detained, embazled, 


or away taken, or in any ſort prejudged or damnified;:;: His; Mijofty promiſes 


to interpoſe his Authority. to have reſtitution, reparation and ſarifattion made' 
for the Damnage: done, and that upon the prnhech Lange arhacip Ris Mau: 
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Impoſed, or to te Impoſed by Act of Parliament, or otherwiſe, for, and du- 
ring the {paceof twenty one years, excepting alwayes the whole Duties of To- 
baccoand Evegar, thatare not of the Growth of the Tlantations of the ſaid 
Company. And farder it is Enactec, that the ſaid Company by Ccmmilſi- 
on under their common Sea], or otherwiſe as they ſhall appoint, may make 
conſtitute all and every tteir Directors, Governours, and Commanders 
in Chief, and other Officers Civil or Military by Sea, or by Land ; as likewiſe 
that the ſaid Company may Inli't, inroll, Agree and Retain all {uch 
perlons Subjects of this Kingdom, or others whatloever, as ſhall be willing and 
conlent to enter in their Serviceor Pay, providing alwaysthat they Uplift or 
Levy none within this Kingdom to be Soldiers, without Leave or Warrand 
firſt obtained from his Majeſty, or the Lords of his Privy Council, over 
which DireGors, Governours, Commanders in Chief, or other Officers Civil 
or Vilitary, and others whatſoever in their Service and Pay, the Company 
ſhal have the Power, Command and Diſpoſition both by Sea and Land. And 
its farder Statute, Thatno Offcer Civ. or Military, or other perſon whatſoe- 
ver within this Kingdom, ſhall Impreſs, Entertain, Stop or Detain any of the 
Members, Officers, Servants, or others whatſoever, of, or belonging to the 
ſaid Con-pany 5 And incalethe {aid Company, their Officers or Agents, ſhall 
find or underſtand any of their Members Officers, Servants, or others afore- 
ſaid, to be Imprefled, Stopped or Detained, they are hereby Authorized and 
Allowed to take hold of, and Releaſe the foreſaid perſon Imprefſed or Stopped 
in any part of this Kingdom either by Land or Water; and all Magiſtrats and 
others, His Vajeſties Officers Civil and Military, and all others are hereby re- 
quired in their reſpe&ive Stations, to be Aiding and Aſſiſting to the ſaid 
Company under the pain of being lyable to all the Loſs, Damwage, and Detri- 
ment ofthe ſaid Company, by reaſon of the toreſaid perſons their negle&t. And 
farder that the ſaid Company, whole Members, Officers, Servants, or others 
belonging thereto, ſhall be free. both intheir Perſons, Eſtates, and Gcods Im- 
ployed in the faid Stock and Trade trom all manner cf Taxes, Cefles, Supplies, 
Exciſes, Quartering of Soldiers Tranſient or Local, or Levying of Soldiers, 
or other Impoſitions whatſoever, and that for and during the ſpace oftwen- 
ty one years And laſtly, All Perſons Concerned or to be Concerned in 
this Company, are hereby Declared to be free Denizons of this Kingdom, 
and that they with all that ſhall Settle to Inhabit, or be Born in any of the 
foreſaid Plantations, Collonies, Cities, Towns, FaGories, and other Places 
that ſhal be Purchaſt and Poſielt by the ſaid Company, ſhall be Repute as Na- 
tives of this Kingdom, and have the Priviledges thereof. And generally with- 
out Prejudice of the Specialities foreſaid, His Majeſty with Conſent foreſaid, 
Gives and Grants to theſaid Company. all Power, Rights and Priviledges, as 
to their Perſons, Rules, Orders. Eſtates Goods andEffedts whatſoever, that by 
the Laws are given to Companies Allowed to be Ereced for Manvtattories, or 
that are uſually given in any other Civil Kingdom, or Common-Wealth,to any 
Company there Erected for Trade and Commerce. And for the better Fſtabliſh- 
ment and greater Solemnity of this A& and Gift in Favours of the ſaid Com- 
pany; His Majeſty doth farder Ordain, Letters Patent to be expede hereu- 
pon, containing the whole Premifles under the Great Seal of this Kingdom, for 


doing whereof Per Saliuxzr, Thir Preſents ſhall be ſufficient Warrand both 
to the DireQtor and Chancellor, or Keeper of the Great Seal, as uſe is in hke 


Caſes. 
Extrated furth of the Records of Parliament, by 


T ARBA T, Cl. Regiſt. 
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